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Williamstown Township 
Township Board Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2022 
 
Call to Order 
The Williamstown Township Board of Trustees held their regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on September 14, 2022. 
Supervisor Bloomquist called the meeting to order, reviewed the agenda, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Roll Call 
Present: Supervisor Bloomquist, Trustee Eyster, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer Cutshaw, Trustee Creagh, Trustee 
Duffy, and Trustee Steinberg. 
 
Public Comment for agenda and non-agenda items 
Opened at 7:01 PM 
Donna Tocarchick - 9605 Deer Tr.: Ms. Tocarchick shared questions specific to the September 14th Board 
Meeting Agenda regarding: property ownership of Red Cedar Antiques, zoning regulations concerning wind 
energy, the utilization of food trucks at the Fall Harvest in relation to current township ordinance language, 
Neighborhood Roads Policy, and the updated building fee recommendations, specifically the inspection rates. In 
addition, from the August 2022 Board Minutes Draft, she requested additional information on Railroad Quiet 
Zones. 
Closed at 7:06 PM 
 
Consent Agenda  
 moved the consent agenda consisting of: 

• Approve the minutes of the August 10 Board Meeting & August 24, 2022 Special Board Meeting 
& Public Hearing, and September 6, 2022 Special Board Meeting 

• General Fund Accounts Payable Paid #1, check numbers 31063-31083, for a total of $22,779.64, 
Accounts Payable Paid #2, check numbers 31084-31088, for a total of $3,376.73, and Accounts 
Payable Paid #3, check number 31102, for a total of $2,333.32. 

• General Fund Accounts Payable Paid #1 – Police, check number 1128, for a total of $1,166.68. 

• General Fund Accounts Payable for Approval #1, check numbers 31089-31101, for a total of 
$3,615.93, and Accounts Payable for Approval #2, check number 31103, for a total of $1,600.00. 

• August Payroll Paid check numbers 50978-51004 and EFTs 762-763, for a total of $12,835.71 
(phys. check amount), and Direct Deposit DD197-225, for a total of $24,918.23. 

• GL Activity Report for August 2022. 

• Revenue and Expenditure report ending August 31, 2022. 

• Building Inspection Report 

• Police Report 

• Acknowledge receipt of August 2022 Treasurer’s Report 
 
Seconded by:  
 
Discussion: Clerk Cleveland noted that the Consent Agenda should read August payroll paid, instead of July. In 
addition the August Payroll Paid amount should read $12,835.17 instead of $112,835.71. Corrections were 
made. 
  
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Trustee Eyster, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer Cutshaw, Trustee Creagh, Trustee Duffy, Trustee Steinberg, 
and Supervisor Bloomquist. 
Nays: None 
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Motion Passed. 
 
Red Cedar River Water Trail/Williamston Rotary Satellite Club Update  
John Bollman, 4185 Meadowdale: Mr. Bollman provided the Board with an update on the Red Cedar Water 
Trail efforts. He noted that the work is a combined endeavor of the East Lansing, Okemos, Williamston Sunrise 
and Williamston Satellite Rotary Clubs. They have a shared vision to create a local and viable “up north water 
opportunity” for area residents. The updates included: 

• Launch site developments 

• Signage and logo efforts in conjunction with the Ingham County Parks Department 

• Grant sources that are being sought for information kiosks and floating docks for access 

• Ideas on the utilization of the rapids for training and experience with river boating 

• Developing maintenance programs that would include ascertaining blockages, clearing log jams, and 
river traffic monitoring 

• Collaboration with the Boy Scouts on Eagle Scout Projects that included the creation of a Boat Rack  

• How the development of this water trail could encourage patronage to local businesses and restaurants 
along the route, as well as lead to possible enhancements of the roadside park located on Grand River 
at Meridian Road 

Mr. Bollman noted that the work has cultivated partnerships across many municipalities, local organizations, 
and government agencies committed to continue the progress towards making this river trail come to fruition 
for the benefit of area residents. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
  
Building Fee Schedule Recommendations 
Trustee Creagh moved the Township Board approve the building permit fee revisions recommended by the 
Building Department that includes a one-year annual review. 
 
Seconded by: Treasurer Cutshaw 
 
Discussion: Board members sought clarification on the “TBD Status” on reroofing, valuation calculations, right 
of way permits, and how new fees were determined. Supervisor Bloomquist summarized the process that was 
used in establishing the new recommendations and noted that the last time fees were adjusted was in 2012. 
Trustee Creagh suggested adding a review of fees after implementing the new schedule for a year. 
 
Roll Call Vote:   
Ayes: Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer Cutshaw, Trustee Creagh, Trustee Duffy, Trustee Steinberg, Supervisor 
Bloomquist, and Trustee Eyster. 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passed. 
 
Planning Commission Appointment 
Clerk Cleveland moved the Township Board approve the recommended appointment of Jim Brinker to replace 
Annette Davis’s term on the Planning Commission, expiring September 2024. 
 
Seconded by: Trustee Duffy 
 
Discussion: Clerk Cleveland shared that working with Jim on other township committees has been a positive 
experience. It was noted that his telecommunications background and expertise will be important as the 
township discusses potential improvements.  
 
Motion Passed.  
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Capital Improvement Plan 
Trustee Creagh moved the Township Board refer the development of a Capital Improvement Plan to the 
Planning Commission, then to present to the Board for consideration. 
 
Seconded by: Clerk Cleveland 
 
Discussion: Trustee Creagh shared that the example Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) reports provided to 
Board Members were extensive and wondered if the use of a consultant to assist the Planning Commission 
with the work and document creation would be an asset to the process. Supervisor Bloomquist shared that a 
consultant could advise the work and reminded the Board that part of the process would include each 
Township department and/or committee providing considerations, priorities, and proposals to the Planning 
Commission. Trustee Creagh also suggested that there is a value in seeking township resident perspectives to 
also inform where the priorities should be, in addition to the Township input. Supervisor Bloomquist supported 
this suggestion and noted that the Engage Williamstown program, once up and running, could collect this input 
for the Commission. Clerk Cleveland supports the CIP initiative as it could help the township better plan for the 
future and would reflect what our residents value. Treasurer Cutshaw emphasized that this was good timing 
with the ARPA funds as the Board determines what to plan for. She also noted that there is a useful webinar 
put on by the State and/or MSU Extension that would guide the planning for this process and where to begin. 
She will find the information and pass it along. In addition, Supervisor Bloomquist will share the Capital 
Improvement Plan Memo with the Planning Commission. 
 
Motion Passed.  
 
Red Cedar Antiques Demolition – Request for Proposal 
Treasurer Cutshaw moved the Township Board approve the request for proposal for the demolition of the 
remains of the structure at 1435 E. Grand River Rd. (parcel # 33-03-03-34-403-009). According to the Blight 
Ordinance under Section 20.01 and 20.02, the conditions on the property at 1435 E. Grand River Rd. is 
considered a public nuisance and must be abated. (20.03) (20.08). 
 
Seconded by: Trustee Steinberg 
 
Discussion: Supervisor Blomquist noted that the current state of the burned building is unsafe and is in 
violation of the Township Blight Ordinance. Furthermore, she shared that there is no insurance on the property. 
There have been several attempts of communication in multiple formats regarding the property, including 
certified mail, but the owner has not replied or communicated upon receiving these communications. The 
Board inquired about repayment of the demolition fees to the Township. The Supervisor explained that upon 
completion of the demolition, a lien would be placed on the property and appear on the owner’s tax bill. 
Payment to the township would occur immediately upon payment of the taxes. Supervisor Bloomquist also 
reassured the Board that the upcoming actions by the Township, including the approval to seek an RFP by the 
Township for demolition services as well as timelines for the work, would be communicated to the owner. The 
RFP is due by September 28th so that it can be finalized at the October Board Meeting. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:. Trustee Duffy, Trustee Steinberg, Supervisor Bloomquist, Trustee Eyster, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer 
Cutshaw, and Trustee Creagh. 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passed.  
 
Wind Energy Regulations 
Trustee Creagh moved the Township Board request the Planning Commission review the regulations for solar 
and wind energy and consider amendments to present to the Board for consideration, if appropriate.  
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Seconded by: Trustee Steinberg 
 
Discussion: The Board inquired about locations in the Township that Wind Energy would be viable. 
Supervisor Bloomquist noted that our township is considered more suburban, and therefore less suitable, and 
currently viable locations are unknown due to grid and transfer locations. She further clarified that that the 
objective of this regulation development is so that if the township were approached about any wind turbines the 
township would have language and guidelines in place. Trustee Creagh suggested adding the word “solar” to 
the motion, as well as “if appropriate,” as changes to the regulations may not be necessary.  
 
Motion Passed.  
 
EV Smart Communities Program 
Trustee Cutshaw moved the Township Board approve participation in the EV Smart Communities Program. 
 
Seconded by: Trustee Eyster 
 
Discussion: Trustee Steinberg questioned if the Township had determined if it wanted to install Charging 
Stations. The Board determined it would be better to edit the second bullet in the letter to the EV Smart 
Communities Administrators to read that, “It supports the development of charging infrastructure..,” in addition, 
the Township would add that it would “Seek input from the public for wants/needs.” Trustee Eyster noted that 
this is an interest of the Environmental Committee and supports moving forward in this program and 
participating. Supervisor Bloomquist shared that only one member from the Township can participate.  
 
Motion Passed.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Harvest Festival- Forest Dedication – Supervisor Bloomquist reviewed the Harvest Festival information in the 
Board packet, including the schedule, planned activities, and budget updates. She shared that the festival is 
considered a Special Event, therefore Food Trucks can be included.  
 
Strategic Planning -  Supervisor Bloomquist provided the Board information on an upcoming Township 
Resident Educational Opportunity called Solarize Greater Lansing. It will take place via Zoom on September 26th. 
Residents can find out more on the website, as well as enroll. It was suggested that we collect feedback from the 
residents upon completion of the learning session. 
 
City of Williamston Joint Meeting – September 21, 2022 – Supervisor Bloomquist reminded the Board about 
this annual meeting and that it is part of the Township’s 425 Agreement. This year the City of Williamston is 
hosting. Board Members were encouraged to attend, as well as share topics that they would like discussed.  
Topics mentioned included: the water trail, safe corridors to schools, and green burials.  
 
 
Reports – Departments and Committees 
NIESA – Trustee Duffy shared that there had been two NIESA Meetings since the last Township Board Meeting. 
The August meeting highlights included: 

• the discussion on plans for the 702 E. Grand River vacant lot across from the old fire station and whether 
or not NIESA should list the property to sell 

• the decision to end the 911 Ceremony – it was shared that it has become increasingly difficult to 
schedule speakers and volunteers have decreased over the years. Instead, they will do a stand-alone 
recognition ceremony 

The September meeting highlights included the: 

• completion of seal coating of the parking lot to Station 62 

• cashing out of a CD and moving the funds to a savings account until new CD options could be explored 
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• listing of 702 E. Grand River with the asking price of $80,000 (purchased for $72,500) 

• creation of a Training Pay Policy – to compensate new trainees while they are taking classes 

• approval of the proposal with the Webberville DDA 
 
Trustee Duffy also shared an update that Mason Lansing Ambulance will no longer be serving nine rural 
communities due to financial reasons. Mutual aid will be given to those areas by surrounding emergency 
services while these communities determine next steps in securing EMS Services.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee – Supervisor Bloomquist provided an update on Township rental property 
and renter. Currently, there is no confirmation on a future renter. 
 
Forestry Grant – Trustee Eyster shared that on Friday, September 16th (9am-12pm) and Sunday, September 
18th (9am-12pm and 1pm -4pm) residents will be working with the Forestry Grant Team to attend to the newly 
planted trees that have outgrown their protective sleeves. Chicken wire fencing will be placed around them. 
There are approximately 75 trees to do this with. She noted that several scouts will be earning Environmental 
and Community Badges for their work on this. Other developments include a permanent watering station 
developed by the Sunrise Rotary, as well as finalizing the Grant Report which is due at the end of the month. 
 
Elections – Clerk Cleveland shared that the Election Department is gearing up for the General Election in 
November. The August Primary has been certified by the State. Both of Williamstown’s Precincts balanced 
without a problem, as well as the Absent Voter Counting Board (AVCB). She was able to secure a Tabulator 
from the City of Lansing for use as a second Tabulator for the AVCB in November. It will be returned to them 
upon completion of the Election. In addition, the AVCB location has been moved to the Forster Woods building 
at St. Katherines this year.  Clerk Cleveland expressed her appreciation of their willingness to host our 
residents/precincts and share this additional building with us for Election Day. 
 
Summer Taxes  - Treasurer Cutshaw shared that that the deadline for Summer Taxes was today (9/14/22) at 
5pm. The Township experienced a high rate of payment, only 129 residents haven’t paid. That is the lowest 
number in years. Letters go out residents who have not yet paid on Thursday, September 15th that will include a 
1% late charge. She noted that tax payments made directly to the local banks have increased and gives 
residents options. Treasurer Cutshaw commended the efforts of Deputy Treasurer VanErp in ensuring a smooth 
tax season for both residents and the township office.  
 
Red Cedar Manor – Supervisor Bloomquist shared that Ingham County Road Commission notified her of the 
need to reschedule the road work for next May 2023. They confirmed that the price will not change. A letter has 
been sent to the residents. She also noted that the Drain Commissioner is looking to get Federal Funds for the 
culvert replacement. Once this becomes known, the townships portion will be able to be determined.  
 
Safe Routes to School – Supervisor Bloomquist updated the Board on progress of this initiative. The goal is to 
create a shared pathway for bicycles and pedestrians along Williamston Rd. to include the Maple Shade 
subdivision. The stakeholder group of participants who are working on this will be submitting a grant for Federal 
Funds to help pay for this project. Public input will be sought before the grant application and routes are 
determined. The Board noted that this supports our Strategic Plan for walkable communities.  
 
Public comment for agenda and non-agenda items 
Opened at 8:55 PM 
Donna Tocarchick - 9605 Deer Tr.: Ms. Tocarchick shared her appreciation for the answers she received 
regarding her questions. She noted that she is still seeking information on the Railroad Quiet Zone and 
Neighborhood Road Policy and confirmed that Supervisor Bloomquist will contact her regarding this.  
 
Nancy Horton – 5632 Shoeman Rd.: Ms. Horton shared her concern regarding the Township Code Enforcement 
position and its necessity, as well as funding. She asked the board to consider a public review of the names of 
applicants and their qualifications before hiring.  
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Closed at 8:59 PM 
 
Adjournment and Review  
 
Trustee Duffy moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Seconded by Clerk Cleveland  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  
 
Minutes approved by: 
 
____________________________________________     ______________ 
Wanda Bloomquist, Township Supervisor                                 Date 
 
 
_____________________________________________    _____________ 
Robin A. Cleveland, Township Clerk                                            Date 
 





Finaled Permit List 11/01/2022

Permit FeesPermit Address Issued Status Category Const. Value

PB20-0060 4132 GOLDFINCH LN 08/14/2020 FINALED POOL $90.00

PB20-0086 4132 GOLDFINCH LN 10/14/2020 FINALED Res. ADD / REMODEL / REPAIR $230.00 $5,000

PB22-0058 4032 THATCHER RD 06/08/2022 FINALED DECK $190.00 $25,000

PB22-0062 1940 MAPLE SHADE DR 06/16/2022 FINALED Res. ADD / REMODEL / REPAIR $230.00 $5,700

PB22-0065 6051 SHAFTSBURG RD 06/23/2022 FINALED ACCESSORY BLDG ADD/REMODEL $230.00 $15,000

PB22-0068 1000 E GRAND RIVER RD08/09/2022 FINALED Commercial, Utility Building $190.00 $96,000

PB22-0097 221 SHOESMITH RD 09/01/2022 FINALED SOLAR $165.00 $37,111

PB22-0107 690 GULICK RD 09/14/2022 FINALED RE-ROOF $185.00 $15,683

PB22-0114 4049 BEEMAN RD 10/04/2022 FINALED RE-ROOF $185.00 $16,750

Total Permits: 9

Total Value: $216,244

Total Fees: $1,695.00



Contractor

Issued Permit List 11/01/2022

Permit FeesPermit Address Issued Status Category Const. Value

Juan Lopez $22,351$190.00DECKISSUED10/26/20224132 GOLDFINCH LNPB22-0057

$4,000$280.00Res. ADD / REMODEL / REPAIRISSUED10/06/20221138 WILD CHERRY DRPB22-0110

Sherriff Goslin $16,750$185.00RE-ROOFFINALED10/04/20224049 BEEMAN RDPB22-0114

BRUNETTE HOME
IMPROVEMENT, INC

$27,684$165.00ReroofISSUED10/19/20221702 OSPREY AVEPB22-0119

$228,880$2,315.00Res. New ConstructionISSUED10/19/2022312 E GRAND RIVER RDPB22-0120

Home Pro Roofing $165.00ReroofISSUED10/25/2022237 E SHERWOOD RDPB22-0121

Derengoski Construction $30,000$325.00DECKISSUED10/26/20226439 ZIMMER RDPB22-0122

ODD FELLOWS
CONTRACTING

$50,000$525.00Res. ADD / REMODEL / REPAIRISSUED10/19/2022239 E NEWMAN RDPB22-0123

EASTBROOK HOMES $269,000$2,715.00Res. New ConstructionISSUED10/26/2022921 BARRY RDPB22-0124

Atlantis Corp $23,319$330.00ReroofISSUED10/27/20224273 MERIDIAN RDPB22-0129

Total Permits: 10

Total Value: $671,984

Total Fees: $7,195.00



          JANUARY           FEBRUARY              MARCH
2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022

Calls for Service 121 103 85 45 139 62 345 210
Written Reports 26 20 13 14 16 15 55 49
Crash Reports 18 9 9 10 5 5 32 24
     Personal Injury Reports 1 0 2 0 1 0 4 0
Citations 5 4 3 2 12 6 20 12
     Charges 5 4 4 2 14 7 23 13
Arrests 0 0 0 1 2 1 2 2
Patrol Hours 354.50 178.50 334.25 160.00 355.50 182.00 1044.25 520.50
Billable Patrol Hours 14.75 16.25 18.25 14.75 21.75 15.50 54.75 46.50
Cost $861.55 $1,099.31 $1,065.98 $997.84 $1,270.42 $1,048.58 $3,197.95 $3,145.73

              APRIL                  MAY                 JUNE
2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022

Calls for Service 115 98 113 99 146 97 374 294
Written Reports 19 16 20 11 19 25 58 52
Crash Reports 3 5 6 2 5 11 14 18
     Personal Injury Reports 1 2 3 0 0 5 4 7
Citations 4 5 8 3 9 8 21 16
     Charges 5 6 8 3 13 13 26 22
Arrests 0 3 1 0 1 1 2 4
Patrol Hours 343.25 172.00 368.25 178.25 366.50 173.50 1078.00 523.75
Billable Patrol Hours 13.25 19.75 20.00 20.25 28.25 22.00 61.50 62.00
Cost $773.93 $1,336.09 $1,168.20 $1,369.91 $1,650.08 $1,488.30 $3,592.22 $4,194.30

                JULY              AUGUST             SEPTEMBER
2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022

Calls for Service 131 108 123 128 123 101 377 337

Written Reports 17 9 11 19 28 18 56 46
Crash Reports 2 1 4 5 12 8 18 14
     Personal Injury Reports 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 1
Citations 13 2 9 3 7 4 29 9
     Charges 16 4 10 3 7 4 33 11
Arrests 0 1 1 3 3 3 4 7
Patrol Hours 357.00 185.00 356.50 183.00 343.75 178.25 1057.25 546.25
Billable Patrol Hours 11.25 17.75 21.25 21.50 15.50 12.75 48.00 52.00
Cost $657.11 $1,200.79 $1,241.21 $1,454.48 $905.36 $862.54 $2,803.68 $3,517.80

            OCTOBER            NOVEMBER            DECEMBER          4TH QUARTER
2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022

Calls for Service 126 105 126 105

Written Reports 21 21 21 21

Crash Reports 9 11 9 11
     Personal Injury Reports 2 1 2 1
Citations 6 4 6 4
     Charges 7 5 7 5
Arrests 1 1 1 1
Patrol Hours 358.00 184.00 358.00 184.00
Billable Patrol Hours 21.25 24.75 21.25 24.75
Cost $1,241.21 $1,674.34 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,241.21 $1,674.34

         YEAR TO DATE
2021 2022

Calls for Service 1222 946
Written Reports 190 168
Crash Reports 73 67
     Personal Injury Reports 12 9
Citations 76 41
     Charges 89 51
Arrests 9 14
Patrol Hours 3537.50 1774.50
Billable Patrol Hours 185.50 185.25
Cost $10,835.06 $12,532.16

OCTOBER 2022 POLICE REPORT - WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP 

2ND QUARTER

 1ST QUARTER

 3RD QUARTER
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WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES – 11/2/22 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Williamstown Township Planning Commission convened at 7:00pm at the Township Hall, 

4990 Zimmer Road, Williamston, MI.  Chair Eidt called the meeting to order and reviewed the 

agenda. 

PRESENT: Chair Eidt, Commissioners Stanford, Weston, Giese, Tocarchick, Flore,  Poth (joined 

the meeting shortly after 7:00pm), Brinker, and Trustee Creagh.    

ABSENT: None. Quorum established. 

ALSO PRESENT:  Planning Consultant Chris Doozan of McKenna and  Jim Howard, Planning 

Assistant. 

Chair Eidt led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Weston, second by Tocarchick to approve the agenda. 

Motion approved 8 – 0.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Stanford, second by Brinker to approve the minutes of October 5, 2022. 

Motion approved 8-0.     

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None.  Closed public comment at 7:05pm.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Farm signs of 24 feet on residential parcels 

Motion by Brinker, second by Weston to open the public hearing. 

Motion approved 9 – 0. 

Chris Doozan briefly reviewed the proposed revisions to Article 7 regulations on signs. 

Discussion by commissioners (no public present): 
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- Why 24 sq. ft.? 

- Where would the new language fit in? 

- What prompted this? 

- How many parcels would be affected? 

- What about “Chew Mail Pouch” signs, signs painted on barns and names spelled out in 

shingles? 

- The variance process with the ZBA would still be available. 

Motion by Weston, seconded by Flore to close the public hearing. 

Motion Approved 9-0. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

o Farm signs of 24 feet on residential parcels 

Motion by Brinker, second by Flore to recommend to the Township Board that the 

amendment to Article 7/Signs allowing farm signs of 24 sq. ft. on residential parcels be 

adopted.  

Motion approved 9 – 0. 

o Event Barns 

Discussion about the traffic impact study that is being required, the cost involved and the traffic 

volume.  It was noted that such a study benefitted the Brighton Township facility. 

Motion by Weston, second by Poth to recommend to the township board that the event barn 

amendment be adopted. 

Motion approved 9 – 0. 

o Home Occupations (2.06) - Telecommuting 

Mr. Doozan briefly reviewed his  memo regarding the recommended text amendment for the 

commission to examine involving telecommuting. 

Commissioner Discussion: 

- It was questioned whether this language is needed in the current ordinance. 

- Difficulty in seeing the need. 

- It is an overly broad interpretation of land use regulations. 

- It was clarified that this would allow telecommuting. 

- What about home schooling? 

- Next step would be to schedule a public hearing, but if the PC doesn’t believe that this 

updated language is necessary then it doesn’t need to go to public hearing. 

  


